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Along with several of my colleagues

on both sides of the aisle, I have sup-
ported and continue to support a draw-
down of the Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve as a way to quickly boost stocks
in the Northeast and thereby quickly
reduce prices. Senator DODD and I and
several of our colleagues from neigh-
boring states have lobbied hard for the
Administration to take that step. We
have cosponsored legislation that ex-
plicitly authorizes the Secretary of En-
ergy to tap the SPR in these cir-
cumstances. We wrote the President
two weeks ago urging him to approve a
drawdown as soon as possible. And
shortly thereafter we met with Energy
Secretary Bill Richardson to plead this
case directly. The Secretary unfortu-
nately has been reluctant to pursue
this option, but we have not given up
hope of changing his mind, and will
continue to push our argument.

While we believe the SPR drawdown
is critical to getting us through this
short-term emergency, it is not a long-
term solution. It will not and cannot
defuse the volatility of the heating oil
marketplace. But there are a number
of steps we can take to prevent these
disruptive price spikes from cycling in
and out. First, it is important that we
convince leaders of the oil-producing
nations that colluding to hold down
supply is not in their long-term inter-
est. As we have seen, prices of oil have
indeed gone up, but there is growing re-
sentment of the policies of OPEC as
our citizens feel a strengthening pinch.
It is important that these countries
understand that if they continue with
this strategy, they may jeopardize
good relations with the United States.
Secretary Richardson will soon be
meeting with OPEC’s leaders, and we
are pressing him to forcefully commu-
nicate this message to our allies and
trading partners.

Second, we should take a hard look
at the use of interruptible gas con-
tracts by natural gas suppliers and the
evidence that these contracts may be
exacerbating the volatility of the heat-
ing oil market. These ‘‘interruptible″
contracts can be obtained at a discount
rate in exchange for giving the con-
tractor the ability to suspend service
when gas supply is low or demand is
high. When these contracts are inter-
rupted, many customers typically turn
to heating oil as their preferred alter-
native, creating a sudden, secondary
demand jolt to the oil market. I have
heard from a number of leaders in the
heating oil industry who fear that this
is exactly what is happening now. We
need to better understand the level of
additional heating oil demand caused
by these types of contracts and be able
to anticipate demand fluctuations as
accurately as possible so that we may
avoid future situations where demand
exceeds supply. For that reason, I re-
cently asked Secretary Richardson to
investigate the extent and impact of
interruptible contracts, and to report
back to us on his findings to determine
what if anything we should do about
this practice.

Our current situation points to the
fundamental problem that we are far
too dependent upon foreign oil for our
energy needs. We need to employ long-
term strategies to decrease our reli-
ance upon foreign nations and bolster
our own energy capacity. Many of us
have cosponsored legislation in the
past to increase research and develop-
ment funding for renewable energy
sources. We need to invest time,
money, and an increased level of effort
in the development of energy efficient
power sources such as wind, solar, and
natural gas. I will continue to work to-
ward this goal and I strongly urge my
colleagues to do so as well.

Mr. President, as I said, I rise to
speak about a very serious problem
plaguing the citizens of Connecticut
and the Northeast; that is, the sky-
rocketing cost of home heating oil and
the fear of higher gas prices that will
come with the warmer weather. There
is a very complicated situation as to
why it exists.

It begins with the decision by the
OPEC cartel to reduce the supply of
oil. It goes to the decision of some oil
companies not to refine adequate sup-
plies of home heating oil. Whatever the
complexity, it does not mean that we
are powerless to help.

Senator DODD and I, and the rest of
our delegation, on earlier occasions,
with colleagues from throughout the
Northeast from both parties, have ap-
pealed to the President to release Low
Income Home Energy Assistance Pro-
gram funding. He did that—$45 million
worth.

We have another request in now for
an additional $200 million. It is that
bad in our State.

The real answer to this is to open up
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve and
effect the laws of supply and demand,
560 million barrels of oil that we, the
taxpayers, U.S. Government own. This
is the time to use it.

Up until now, Secretary Richardson
and the administration have refused to
do so. I appeal to them today on behalf
of the people of Connecticut who are
suffering under the shock of doubling
and in some cases tripling of what they
pay for home heating oil. Please open
up the reserve. There is now a new idea
of swaps, not selling the oil but allow-
ing the oil companies to take it out of
reserve, bring it into the market, in-
crease supply, lower price, and then
put oil back into the reserve, even a
higher amount.

The short of it is, we are in crisis in
the Northeast. It is a crisis that, if it is
not stopped and is allowed to go on,
with higher gasoline prices that will af-
fect the rest of the country in spring
time, it will begin to create the kind of
inflation that will cut the economic
growth we have enjoyed.

f

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 92

At the request of Mr. DOMENICI, the
name of the Senator from Washington

(Mr. GORTON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 92, a bill to provide for biennial
budget process and a biennial appro-
priations process and to enhance over-
sight and the performance of the Fed-
eral Government.

S. 162

At the request of Mr. BREAUX, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 162, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to change the
determination of the 50,000-barrel refin-
ery limitation on oil depletion deduc-
tion from a daily basis to an annual av-
erage daily basis.

S. 386

At the request of Mr. GORTON, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. EDWARDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 386, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide for tax-exempt bond financing of
certain electric facilities.

S. 397

At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. DOMENICI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 397, a bill to authorize the
Secretary of Energy to establish a
multiagency program in support of the
Materials Corridor Partnership Initia-
tive to promote energy efficient, envi-
ronmentally sound economic develop-
ment along the border with Mexico
through the research, development,
and use of new materials.

S. 486

At the request of Mr. THOMAS, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
486, a bill to provide for the punish-
ment of methamphetamine laboratory
operators, provide additional resources
to combat methamphetamine produc-
tion, trafficking, and abuse in the
United States, and for other purposes.

S. 899

At the request of Mr. THOMAS, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
899, a bill to reduce crime and protect
the public in the 21st Century by
strengthening Federal assistance to
State and local law enforcement, com-
bating illegal drugs and preventing
drug use, attacking the criminal use of
guns, promoting accountability and re-
habilitation of juvenile criminals, pro-
tecting the rights of victims in the
criminal justice system, and improving
criminal justice rules and procedures,
and for other purposes.

S. 1109

At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL,
the name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. ASHCROFT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1109, a bill to conserve global
bear populations by prohibiting the im-
portation, exportation, and interstate
trade of bear viscera and items, prod-
ucts, or substances containing, or la-
beled or advertised as containing, bear
viscera, and for other purposes.

S. 1220

At the request of Mr. THOMAS, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
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1220, a bill to provide additional fund-
ing to combat methamphetamine pro-
duction and abuse, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 1272

At the request of Mr. NICKLES, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1272, a bill to amend the Controlled
Substances Act to promote pain man-
agement and palliative care without
permitting assisted suicide and eutha-
nasia, and for other purposes.

S. 1428

At the request of Mr. THOMAS, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
1428, a bill to amend the Controlled
Substances Act and the Controlled
Substances Import and Export Act re-
lating to the manufacture, traffick,
import, and export of amphetamine
and methamphetamine, and for other
purposes.

S. 1638

At the request of Mr. ASHCROFT, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. ABRAHAM) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1638, a bill to amend the Omni-
bus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act
of 1968 to extend the retroactive eligi-
bility dates for financial assistance for
higher education for spouses and de-
pendent children of Federal, State, and
local law enforcement officers who are
killed in the line of duty.

S. 1653

At the request of Mr. SMITH of New
Hamphire, the name of the Senator
from Maryland (Mr. SARBANES) was
added as a cosponsor of S. 1653, a bill to
reauthorize and amend the National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation Estab-
lishment Act.

S. 1776

At the request of Mr. CRAIG, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
BROWNBACK) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1776, a bill to amend the Energy
Policy Act of 1992 to revise the energy
policies of the United States in order
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, ad-
vance global climate science, promote
technology development, and increase
citizen awareness, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 1777

At the request of Mr. CRAIG, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
BROWNBACK) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1777, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide incen-
tives for the voluntary reduction of
greenhouse gas emissions and to ad-
vance global climate science and tech-
nology development.

S. 1816

At the request of Mr. HAGEL, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mrs.
HUTCHISON) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1816, a bill to amend the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971 to pro-
vide meaningful campaign finance re-
form through requiring better report-
ing, decreasing the role of soft money,
and increasing individual contribution
limits, and for other purposes.

S. 1898

At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. DODD) and the Senator from Min-
nesota (Mr. GRAMS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1898, a bill to provide
protection against the risks to the pub-
lic that are inherent in the interstate
transportation of violent prisoners.

S. 1921

At the request of Mr. CAMPBELL, the
names of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATCH) and the Senator from Wis-
consin (Mr. FEINGOLD) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1921, a bill to authorize
the placement within the site of the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial of a
plaque to honor Vietnam veterans who
died after their service in the Vietnam
war, but as a direct result of that serv-
ice.

S. 1941

At the request of Mr. DODD, the name
of the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SANTORUM) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1941, a bill to amend the Federal
Fire Prevention and Control Act of 1974
to authorize the Director of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency
to provide assistance to fire depart-
ments and fire prevention organiza-
tions for the purpose of protecting the
public and firefighting personnel
against fire and fire-related hazards.

S. 1952

At the request of Mr. ABRAHAM, the
names of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. ALLARD), and the Senator from
Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN) were added
as cosponsors of S. 1952, a bill to amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to
provide a simplified method for deter-
mining a partner’s share of items of a
partnership which is a qualified invest-
ment club.

S. 1957

At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1957, a bill to provide for the pay-
ment of compensation to the families
of the Federal employees who were
killed in the crash of a United States
Air Force CT–43A aircraft on April 3,
1996, near Dubrovnik, Croatia, carrying
Secretary of Commerce Ronald H.
Brown and 34 others.

S. 1962

At the request of Mr. ASHCROFT, the
names of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. ALLARD) and the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1962, a bill to amend
the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 to
protect Social Security and Medicare
surpluses through strengthened budg-
etary enforcement mechanisms.

S. 1983

At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
CLELAND) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1983, a bill to amend the Agricul-
tural Trade Act of 1978 to increase the
amount of funds available for certain
agricultural trade programs.

S. 1988

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.

DEWINE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1988, a bill to reform the State inspec-
tion of meat and poultry in the United
States, and for other purposes.

S. 2003

At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the
names of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. BINGAMAN) and the Senator from
Tennessee (Mr. FRIST) were added as
cosponsors of S. 2003, a bill to restore
health care coverage to retired mem-
bers of the uniformed services.

S. 2013

At the request of Mr. JEFFORDS, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
2013, a bill to restore health care equity
for medicare-eligible uniformed serv-
ices retirees, and for other purposes.

S. 2021

At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2021, a bill to prohibit high
school and college sports gambling in
all States including States where such
gambling was permitted prior to 1991.

At the request of Mr. REED, his name
was added as a cosponsor of S. 2021,
supra.

S. 2026

At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2026, a bill to amend the
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 to au-
thorize appropriations for HIV/AIDS ef-
forts.

S. 2029

At the request of Mr. FRIST, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. EDWARDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2029, a bill to amend the
Communications Act of 1934 to prohibit
telemarketers from interfering with
the caller identification service of any
person to whom a telephone solicita-
tion is made, and for other purposes.

S. 2035

At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2035, a bill to amend title
49, United States Code, to clarify the
application of the Act popularly known
as the ‘‘Death on the High Seas Act’’ to
aviation incidents.

S. CON. RES. 60
At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
ROBB) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Con. Res. 60, a concurrent resolution
expressing the sense of Congress that a
commemorative postage stamp should
be issued in honor of the U.S.S. Wis-
consin and all those who served aboard
her.

S.J. RES. 39

At the request of Mr. CAMPBELL, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Mr. GORTON) was added as a cosponsor
of S.J. Res. 39, a joint resolution recog-
nizing the 50th anniversary of the Ko-
rean War and the service by members
of the Armed Forces during such war,
and for other purposes.

S. RES. 60
At the request of Mr. MACK, the name

of the Senator from Missouri (Mr.
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ASHCROFT) was added as a cosponsor of
S. Res. 60, a resolution recognizing the
plight of the Tibetan people on the for-
tieth anniversary of Tibet’s attempt to
restore its independence and calling for
serious negotiations between China and
the Dalai Lama to achieve a peaceful
solution to the situation in Tibet.

S. RES. 128

At the request of Mr. COCHRAN, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mr. FRIST) was added as a cosponsor of
S. Res. 128, a resolution designating
March 2000, as ‘‘Arts Education
Month.’’

S. RES. 237

At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. WELLSTONE), and the Senator from
South Dakota (Mr. DASCHLE) were
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 237, a
resolution expressing the sense of the
Senate that the United States Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations
should hold hearings and the Senate
should act on the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimi-
nation Against Women (CEDAW).

S. RES. 248

At the request of Mr. ROBB, the
names of the Senator from California
(Mrs. BOXER), the Senator from North
Dakota (Mr. CONRAD), the Senator from
Wisconsin (Mr. FEINGOLD), the Senator
from South Carolina (Mr. HOLLINGS),
and the Senator from Alabama (Mr.
SESSIONS) were added as cosponsors of
S. Res. 248, a resolution to designate
the week of May 7, 2000, as ‘‘National
Correctional Officers and Employees
Week.’’

S. RES. 251

At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the
names of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
BENNETT), and the Senator from Ten-
nessee (Mr. THOMPSON) were added as
cosponsors of S. Res. 251, a resolution
designating March 25, 2000, as ‘‘Greek
Independence Day: A National Day of
Celebration of Greek and American De-
mocracy.’’

AMENDMENT NO. 2771

At the request of Mr. THOMAS, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2771 proposed to S. 625,
a bill to amend title 11, United States
Code, and for other purposes.

f

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 80—PROVIDING FOR A CON-
DITIONAL ADJOURNMENT OR RE-
CESS OF THE SENATE AND A
CONDITIONAL ADJOURNMENT OF
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES

Mr. LOTT submitted the following
concurrent resolution; which was con-
sidered and agreed to:

S. CON. RES. 80.

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That when the Sen-
ate recesses or adjourns at the close of busi-
ness on Thursday, February 10, 2000, or Fri-
day, February 11, 2000, on a motion offered
pursuant to this concurrent resolution by its
Majority Leader or his designee, it stand re-

cessed or adjourned until noon on Tuesday,
February 22, 2000, or until such time on that
day as may be specified by its Majority
Leader or his designee in the motion to re-
cess or adjourn, or until noon on the second
day after Members are notified to reassemble
pursuant to section 2 of this concurrent reso-
lution, whichever occurs first; and that when
the House adjourns on the legislative day of
Wednesday, February 16, 2000, Thursday,
February 17, 2000, or Friday, February 18,
2000, on a motion offered pursuant to this
concurrent resolution by its Majority Leader
or his designee, it stand adjourned until 12:30
p.m. on Tuesday, February 29, 2000, for morn-
ing-hour debate, or until noon on the second
day after Members are notified to reassemble
pursuant to section 2 of this concurrent reso-
lution, whichever occurs first.

SEC. 2. The Majority Leader of the Senate
and the Speaker of the House, acting jointly
after consultation with the Minority Leader
of the Senate and the Minority Leader of the
House, shall notify the Members of the Sen-
ate and House, respectively, to reassemble
whenever in their opinion, the public inter-
est shall warrant it.

f

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 81—EXPRESSING THE
SENSE OF THE CONGRESS THAT
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PEO-
PLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
SHOULD IMMEDIATELY RELEASE
RABIYA KADEER, HER SEC-
RETARY, AND HER SON, AND
PERMIT THEM TO MOVE TO THE
UNITED STATES IF THEY SO DE-
SIRE

Mr. ROTH (for himself, Mrs. MURRAY,
Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. EDWARDS, Mr.
CRAPO, Mr. DODD, Mr. THOMAS, and
Mrs. FEINSTEIN) submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations:

S. CON. RES. 81

Whereas Rabiya Kadeer, a prominent eth-
nic Uighur from the Xinjiang Uighur Auton-
omous Region (XUAR) of the People’s Repub-
lic of China, her secretary, and her son were
arrested on August 11, 1999, in the city of
Urumqi;

Whereas Rabiya Kadeer’s arrest occurred
outside the Yindu Hotel in Urumqi as she
was attempting to meet a group of congres-
sional staff staying at the Yindu Hotel as
part an official visit to China organized
under the auspices of the Mutual Edu-
cational and Cultural Exchange Program of
the United States Information Agency;

Whereas Rabiya Kadeer’s husband Sidik
Rouzi, who has lived in the United States
since 1996 and works for Radio Free Asia, has
been critical of the policies of the People’s
Republic of China toward Uighurs in
Xinjiang;

Whereas according to an Amnesty Inter-
national press release of August 16, 1999, ‘‘It
appears as though the accusations against
Kadeer and her son Ablikim Abdyirim may
relate to her attempts to meet a visiting del-
egation from the United States [Congress]
and her communications with her husband
Sidik Rouzi, . . .’’;

Whereas reports indicate that Ablikim
Abdyirim was sent to a labor camp on No-
vember 26 for 2 years without trial for ‘‘sup-
porting Uighur separatism,’’ and Rabiya
Kadeer’s secretary was recently sentenced to
3 years in a labor camp;

Whereas Rabiya Kadeer has 5 children, 3
sisters, and a brother living in the United

States, in addition to her husband, and
Kadeer has expressed a desire to move to the
United States;

Whereas the People’s Republic of China
stripped Rabiya Kadeer of her passport long
before her arrest;

Whereas reports indicate that Kadeer’s
health may be at risk and that she may be
sentenced to 10 or more years in prison;

Whereas repeated requests to the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China by
Members of Congress and congressional staff
for an explanation of the nature of the
charges against Rabiya Kadeer, her sec-
retary, and her son, for an update on the
state of Kadeer’s health, and for details of
any legal proceedings against those arrested,
have gone unanswered since August 1999;

Whereas the People’s Republic of China
signed the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights on October 5, 1998;

Whereas that Covenant requires signatory
countries to guarantee their citizens the
right to legal recourse when their rights
have been violated, the right to liberty and
freedom of movement, the right to presump-
tion of innocence until guilt is proven, the
right to appeal a conviction, freedom of
thought, conscience, and religion, freedom of
opinion and expression, and freedom of as-
sembly and association;

Whereas that Covenant forbids torture, in-
human or degrading treatment, and arbi-
trary arrest and detention;

Whereas the first Optional Protocol to the
International Covenant on Civil and Polit-
ical Rights enables the Human Rights Com-
mittee, set up under that Covenant, to re-
ceive and consider communications from in-
dividuals claiming to be victims of viola-
tions of any of the rights set forth in the
Covenant; and

Whereas in signing that Covenant on be-
half of the People’s Republic of China, Am-
bassador Qin Huasun, Permanent Represent-
ative of the People’s Republic of China to the
United Nations, said the following: ‘‘To real-
ize human rights is the aspiration of all hu-
manity. It is also a goal that the Chinese
Government has long been striving for. We
believe that the universality of human rights
should be respected . . . As a member state
of the United Nations, China has always ac-
tively participated in the activities of the
organization in the field of human rights. It
attaches importance to its cooperation with
agencies concerned in the U.N. system . . .’’:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress calls
on the Government of the People’s Republic
of China—

(1) immediately to release Rabiya Kadeer,
her secretary, and her son; and

(2) to permit Kadeer, her secretary, and her
son to move to the United States, if they so
desire.

Mr. ROTH. Mr. President, I rise
today on behalf of myself and Senators
MURRAY, BINGAMAN, EDWARDS, CRAPO,
DODD, THOMAS, and FEINSTEIN to sub-
mit a concurrent resolution stating the
sense of Congress that China imme-
diately release Rabiya Kadeer, her sec-
retary and her son. On August 11, 1999
Ms. Kadeer was arrested on her way to
a meeting with a group of Congres-
sional staff visiting China under the
auspices of a U.S. Information Agency
program. Later, two of the sons and her
secretary were detained as well.

One son has since been sentenced to 2
years at hard labor and her secretary, 3
years. And we have received credible
reports that in the aftermath of the
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